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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present booksmart, a group exhibition featuring 
work by Theresa Gooby, Brece Honeycutt, Björn Meyer-Ebrecht, and August 
Ventimiglia. The exhibition runs through August 31, 2014 and includes sculpture, 
works on paper, and handmade books. 
 
This exhibition brings together four artists whose work is inspired by books as both 
the subject and the material for their art. In this digital age when books seem to 
be increasingly replaced by content on mobile devices and laptops, there is, 
nonetheless, something very enduring and tangible about a traditional book. 
Books evoke memories of childhood adventures exploring the world through text 
and images. They carry all sorts of associations and meanings, both personal and 
cultural. Each of the artists in this exhibition uses books in very different ways; 
however, a sense of memory and reverence for the book as an object of 
knowledge and discovery underpins all of the works in booksmart. 
 
The books in Theresa Gooby’s wall scuptures are encased in wax and most of the 
covers have been removed, leaving the titles and authors anonymous. Multiple 
books are joined together to form a minimalist grid with drawings on some of the 
blank pages. Other works are composed of individual books, also encased in wax 
with covers removed. The top page is blank and Gooby has traced images of 
athletes or figures in strange juxtapositions, like two soldiers seeming to embrace or 
a boxer ready to punch a lady bowling. Gooby’s drawings on the empty pages 
describe a mysterious narrative that may or may not relate to the pages below. 
 
Brece Honeycutt makes her own books by dyeing paper with plants and other 
materials found around her studio in western Massachusetts. Sheets of paper are 
folded and interleaved with flowers, leaves, and metal pieces, then bundled and 
tied up with metal graters or clamped with binder clips. They are submerged in a 
kettle, simmered, and left overnight. The objects leave their marks on the paper,  
forming an alternative “text”.  Honeycutt’s books contain no words, yet they have 
their own kind of narrative that relates to memory and a sense of place. 
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Bjorn Meyer-Ebrecht’s sculptures are composed of found architecture and art 
history books. In his book cover works, the pages of a book are removed, and the 
cover is cut into pieces, reassembled, and mounted flat on the wall. By cutting the 
book cover apart and reassembling it in the shape of an illusionistic, opened book, 
Meyer-Ebrecht creates an object that is simultaneously an abstract shape, the 
iconic image of a book, and also still the book itself. His freestanding wood 
sculpture is composed of yellow, black, and white painted wood pieces that 
create a tower-like form. Standing at the top of the sculpture is a single 
paperback book with Kazimir Malevich’s Black Square on the cover. Meyer-
Ebrecht’s work references the utopian aspects of Modernist art and architecture, 
while questioning its legacy.  
 
August Ventimiglia’s works are composed of the pages of books in which text has 
been underlined. Part collage and part drawing, the underlined passages are cut 
from the page but the text is left out. The lines are then pasted back together into 
the form of an open book. The meaning and importance of the text has been lost, 
but the lines that remain create an abstract drawing while referencing the 
physical act of underlining important passages to better understand and 
remember them. The books Ventimiglia uses for these works are classics of 
anthropology, history, literature, and mythology. In this case, The Voyage of Argo 
and Gilgamesh are reduced to a series of red and blue lines. Both Ventimiglia and 
Meyer-Ebrecht have a strong connection to the books used in their work, but they 
choose to take apart and reassemble them in ways that create new meanings. 
 
 
About the artists: 
 
Theresa Gooby has exhibited nationally, most recently in a two-person show at 
Catalyst Gallery and in Waterland at Hudson Beach Glass Gallery, both in Beacon, 
NY. Her work has been included in numerous group exhibitions in galleries and 
museums, including Mad Dooley Gallery, Beacon, NY; Ann Street Gallery, 
Newburgh, NY; Amos Eno Gallery Brooklyn, NY; Indianapolis Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Indianapolis; Gallery 16 and Root Division in San Francisco, CA; 
and the Merced Multicultural Arts Center, Merced, CA. In 2003 Gooby was a 
Green Foundation Artist-in-Residence in Marfa, TX. She has also attended 
residencies at The Vermont Studio Center and at SPEOS in Paris, France. Gooby 
received a BFA in Photography from the University of New Mexico and holds an 
MFA in New Genres from the San Francisco Art Institute. She is the founder and 
curator of Beacon Open Studios and currently lives in Beacon, NY. 

Brece Honeycutt makes history-based drawings, sculptures and installations that 
have been shown in diverse settings, from university campuses, office buildings, 
urban markets, and city parks to historical houses, non-profit spaces, museums 
and galleries. In 2014, Honeycutt will have a solo exhibition at the Knox Gallery in 
Monterey, MA, and she will continue to collaborate on Abigail Doan’s project Lost  
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in Fiber|The Gathering. She participated in the 2012 invitational “Marche 
d’Acqua” Fabriano Watercolor Biennial in Fabriano, Italy and in To be a Lady: 45 
Women in the Arts, curated by Jason Andrew at the Avenue of Americas Gallery, 
New York.  Her work has been exhibited in Bushwick, Brooklyn at Outlet, Pocket 
Utopia, Norte Maar, and Storefront, and in New York at Wave Hill, Broadway 
Windows, Lesley Heller Workspace, and the ISE Foundation. Honeycutt has also 
shown at the Arlington Arts Center and Ellipse Arts Center in Arlington, VA and 
Longwood University in Farmville, VA. Her multi-part sculpture silence is 
permanently installed on the grounds of Bryn Mawr School in Baltimore, MD. 
Honeycutt received a BA in Art History from Skidmore College and an MFA in 
sculpture from Columbia University. She currently lives in southwestern 
Massachusetts. 

Björn Meyer-Ebrecht has exhibited in New York, the US and Internationally. In 
February 2014 he was included in a two-person show at Storefront Ten Eyck in 
Brooklyn. In May 2014 he curated the exhibition Communal Table in his Bushwick 
studio, in which he created a large table as a platform for twelve artists to place 
small sculptures. His work has been included in group shows in New York at Lesley 
Heller Workspace, Storefront Bushwick, Maxwell Davidson Gallery, and Pocket 
Utopia, and at the New Jersey Visual Arts Center, Summit, NJ and Galeria Casa 
Triangulo in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Meyer-Ebrecht‘s work has been mentioned in 
Hyperallergic, The Left Bank Art Blog, Art F City, Artnet.com and Drawing 
Magazine. He received an MFA from Hunter College and studied Fine Art at 
Universität der Künste Berlin (Berlin University of the Arts), Berlin, Germany. He was 
born in Hamburg, Germany and currently lives in New York City. 

August Ventimiglia has exhibited nationally, including solo exhibitions at the June 
Fitzpatrick Gallery in Portland, ME and the Judi Rotenberg Gallery in Boston, MA. 
His work was recently included in Lightning Speed of the Present at 808 Gallery, 
Boston University, Boston, MA and he had a solo exhibition at Matteawan Gallery 
in September 2013. Ventimiglia’s work has been included in numerous group 
exhibitions, including Therefore I Am, an exhibition of video art curated by Greg 
Slick at the Garrison Art Center in 2012; the 2011 Portland Museum of Art Biennial, 
Portland, ME; An Exchange with Sol Lewitt, Mass MOCA, North Adams, MA; and 
the 2010 DeCordova Biennial, DeCordova Sculpture Park and Museum, Lincoln, 
MA. Ventimiglia received a BA in anthropology from The University of Pennsylvania 
and studied studio art and theory at the Maine College of Art. Originally from 
Maine, he lives in Wellesley, MA.  
 
 
Gallery hours are Friday and Saturday from 12-5, and Sunday 12-4. For additional information 
please contact Karlyn Benson at info@matteawan.com or 845-440-7901.  


