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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition of recent works on paper by 
Eleanor White. Her drawings explore transformation and change through the use of unusual 
materials like eggshells, chocolate, roses, wood ash, and playing cards.  
 
For this exhibition White has made drawings of geometric patterns in a limited palette of 
neutral colors. Her work is influenced by minimalist drawings as well as graphic and interior 
design of the 1960s and 1970s. The designs may be simple, but the execution of the work is 
the opposite. White uses ground eggshells that she has collected over the course of months 
or years for the white and pink colors and wood ash for the darker brown/black. In other 
works she uses finely ground cocoa or powdered rose petals. She is aware that these 
materials may change over time, but this is to be expected and is an important part of the 
drawing both visually and conceptually. Her drawings explore metaphors of change through 
the residue of their transformation.  
 
White’s earlier work is composed of common household objects and organic substances 
such as playing cards, dandelion fuzz, pins, hourglasses, moldy bread, glass bottles, and hair. 
She collects certain things for years and develops an almost obsessive interest in the ways she 
can use these materials. White also enjoys the challenge of working with things that are not 
traditionally associated with art making, but that are familiar in a way that most people can 
relate to. In using objects we find in the home she hopes her materials will have a universal 
reference point for viewers and lead them down their own paths of association and memory.  
 
Eleanor White’s work has been included in local and national exhibitions such as: Materiality, 
Westchester Community College (White Plains, NY); Salon des RefUSE, Garrison Art Center 
(Garrison, NY); Material, Strata and Synthesis, KMOCA (Kingston, NY); Beacon Room: Ace of 
Spades, BAU (Beacon, NY); Kerosene Garden, Able Fine Arts, (NY, NY); Paper View, Kenise 
Barnes Fine Arts (Larchmont, NY); Eleanor White/Richard Butler, Van Brunt Gallery (Beacon, 
NY); In The Mix, Ann Street Gallery (Newburgh, NY); Building a Legacy, Bemis (Omaha, NE); 
Hybrid, Byrdcliffe Kleinert/James Center for the Arts (Woodstock, NY); Deutsche Bank Art 
Collection (NY, NY). White was a New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow in 
Printmaking/Drawing/Artists’ Books. She participated in artist residencies at Bemis Center for 
Contemporary Art, Omaha, Nebraska and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts in Sweet 
Briar Virginia. Her work is included in The Deutsche Bank Art Collection and numerous private 
collections. White received a BFA from Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA and 
an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art on a full scholarship from the Jacob K. Javits 
Foundation. She is based in Beacon, NY. 
  
 
For additional information please contact Karlyn Benson at info@matteawan.com. 
 


