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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present Elemental: Susan English, Winston Roeth, and Greg Slick. 
The exhibition runs through March 1, 2014 and features three artists whose abstract paintings and 
drawings reduce all of their visual information down to color, texture, and line within the framework 
of a sequence or series. For the viewer, the experience is akin to an encounter with natural 
phenomena far from the gallery walls. 
 
Susan English’s work is inspired by her experience of nature. Her color choices evoke walks in the 
woods and her changing perspective from one day to the next, depending on the light, the season, 
and her state of mind. English tends to work in series utilizing a multi-panel structure, exploring 
content, process, and materials. A fortuitous accident or restlessness with the process can cause 
her direction to shift. The order of the panels is important conceptually, as there are numerous 
possible combinations; the work is complete when the right alignment has been achieved. English’s 
painting Blue, from her Vertical Landscapes series, is an outstanding example of this process, with 
its carefully considered placement of blue, gray, and brown panels representing a narrative of 
sensation, color, and memory. 
 
Winston Roeth has been described as one of the best color painters of his generation. His 
paintings have a dense matte surface that lures the viewer into fully experiencing the nature of a 
color and its relation to colors around it. Roeth manufactures his own paint by mixing raw pigments, 
which he applies in layers until the desired color and texture are achieved. Roeth’s Matteawan 
Quartet is a sequence of four red-hued wood panels that contain horizontal and circular saw marks. 
The variations of color and line from one panel to another create rhythms of hue and texture across 
the separate surfaces. Though Roeth’s paintings appear to be minimal at first, the work reveals 
effects of light and color depending on the viewer’s position in relation to the painting and the 
quality of light in the room. Ultimately, his work asks the viewer to take the time to contemplate 
color in all its complexity. 
 
Greg Slick’s works on paper pay homage to minimalist drawing and early modernist geometric 
abstraction. In the three untitled works from his Settlement series, the experience of a place and its 
history are reduced to the most basic colors and forms. The lines and shapes are derived from an 
archeological survey of the remains of prehistoric enclosures and land use systems at Kilcorney, 
located in the Burren uplands in County Clare, Ireland. Each work in the series both isolates the 
outline of certain settlement features and translates those shapes into Slick’s own abstract 
language. The chosen color scheme also has art-historical and local significance. The backgrounds 
of the works are reminiscent of ink washes applied to Ch’an and Zen paintings, while the muted 
colors of the lines and objects are informed by colors observed in the Burren uplands, thus placing 
the Settlement series within the context of landscape painting. 
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Susan English lives and works in Cold Spring, NY. She has exhibited throughout the Hudson 
Valley and in NYC, as well as in Stowe, Vermont. She has had solo exhibitions at Skylight Gallery 
in NYC, Concrete Gallery in Cold Spring, NY, and two-person shows at Van Brunt Gallery and Lo 
River Arts Gallery in Beacon, NY. Group exhibitions include Abstraction: New Modernism at Ann 
Street Gallery in Newburgh, NY in 2013; Currents: Contemporary Abstract Art in the Hudson Valley 
at the Edward Hopper House Gallery in Nyack, NY in 2012; and Far and Wide at the Woodstock 
Artists Association and Museum in Woodstock, NY in 2012. English received an MFA from Hunter 
College in New York City and a BA from Hamilton College. 
 
Winston Roeth has exhibited nationally as well as internationally, with solo exhibitions in 2013 at 
Xavier Fiol Galería, Palma de Mallorca, Spain and Jensen Gallery, Sydney, Australia. In 2012 he 
had solo exhibitions at Bartha Contemporary, London; Olschewski+Behm Frankfurt, Germany; 
Charlotte Jackson Fine Art, Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Galerie Peter Zimmermann, Mannheim, 
Germany. Roeth has been included in recent group exhibitions at Ingleby Gallery, Edinburgh, UK; 
Hatton Gallery, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK; Gippsland Art Gallery, Victoria, Australia; Fox/Jensen & 
Greenwood Street Project, Victoria, Australia; and Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York. His work 
is in many important collections, including the Kunstmuseum Basel; the Museum of Modern Art, 
NY; the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY; the Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA; Museo Cantonale d'Arte, Lugano Switzerland; and the San Jose Museum of Art, 
San Jose, CA. Roeth lives and works in Beacon, NY and in Waldoboro, Maine. 
 
Greg Slick lives and works in Beacon, NY and has exhibited in NYC as well as internationally. In 
2013 he had a solo exhibition at Matteawan Gallery. His work has been included in group 
exhibitions at the Katonah Museum of Art, Katonah, NY; Mad Dooley Gallery, Beacon, NY; and 
Skylight Gallery in NYC. In 2013 he was an artist in residence at the Burren College of Art in 
Ballyvaughan, Ireland. Slick is also an independent curator, and has worked with The Samuel 
Dorsky Museum of Art at SUNY New Paltz, New Paltz, NY and the Garrison Art Center, Garrison, 
NY. In 2006 he co-founded Go North Gallery in Beacon, NY, showing work by emerging and 
established artists until the gallery closed in 2009. In 2010 Slick founded The Artist’s Statement 
Picture Show, a series of film and video screenings co-curated with artist Mollie McKinley. His early 
work was the subject of a monograph published by Brooklyn Arts Press in 2008. Slick studied 
Chinese calligraphy and painting at the Chinese Information and Culture Center in NYC. 
	  


