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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to announce our 2016 Winter Residency with Jean-Marc Superville 
Sovak. For the third installment of the Winter Residency, Beacon artist Superville Sovak will present I 
Draw & You Talk, an oral history project that combines portrait drawing with discussions of local 
issues and current events. For the month of January, he will be in the gallery most days of the 
week, with regular hours on weekends from 12-5 pm. There will be a closing reception on Sunday, 
January 31 with a talk by the artist at 3:00 pm. 
 
Each year, Matteawan closes for the month of January and invites an artist to work on a specific 
project in the gallery. The goal of the Winter Residency is to give artists the space to create a new 
body of work or to continue working on an ongoing project in a new environment. The Residency 
focuses on work that has a social, performative, or participatory component. The past two Winter 
Residency projects were Mollie McKinley’s Cabin Fever in 2015 and Angelika Rhinnhofer’s a priori in 
2014.  
 
Jean-Marc Superville Sovak’s project I Draw & You Talk begins with a poll question for the day 
advertised on a sandwich board outside the gallery. People walking by are invited to enter the 
gallery and discuss the daily topic with the artist (and enjoy a homemade cup of soup) while he 
draws a pencil or ink portrait of them. Passers-by who choose not to enter the gallery for a longer 
discussion/portrait will have the opportunity to vote on the topic with a "yes" or "no" opinion by 
dropping a pea into the appropriate container affixed to the sandwich board. In this project 
Superville Sovak is especially interested in the opinions of those who may not normally visit an art 
gallery. The artist hopes to physically bridge the virtual rift between the long-time residents of 
Beacon versus weekend visitors and those who have moved here in recent years. 
 
The drawings of visitors will be displayed in the gallery for the duration of the residency, after which 
participants can collect their portrait in exchange for taking part in the project. The conversations 
with Superville Sovak will be recorded, compiled and edited for a podcast to be streamed on a 
dedicated website. Documentation of the voting results will also be displayed on the website: 
idrawandyoutalk.wordpress.com.  
 
In 2015 Jean-Marc Superville Sovak’s work was included in the Kingston Sculpture Biennial and 
ArtBridge 2015, in Kingston, NY; and Reclaim, Reboot, Renew, Royal Society of American Art, 
Brooklyn NY. He has also exhibited at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum, Cornwall, NY; The 
Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT; Socrates Sculpture Park, Long Island City, NY; 
MANIFESTA 8, European Biennial of Contemporary Art, Murcia, Spain; International Study & 
Curatorial Program (ISCP), Brooklyn, NY; and the Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art, SUNY New Paltz, 
NY. Superville Sovak’s videos are distributed by Videographe, and have been screened 
worldwide. He is the recipient of an Emerging Artist Fellowship at Socrates Sculpture Park, a NYFA 
SOS Grant, and a Canada Council Travel Grant. Superville Sovak is the illustrator of the award-
winning novel Deadly and, most recently, Into the Dangerous World, both by his wife Julie 
Chibbaro. He received a BFA from Concordia University, Montreal, Canada, and an MFA from 
Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY. He lives in Beacon, NY. 
 
 
For additional information please contact Karlyn Benson at info@matteawan.com. 


