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For Immediate Release: 

Mollie McKinley 
Thresholds and Totems  
July 13 – August 3, 2013 
 
Opening Reception Saturday, July 13, 6-9 pm 
 
Beacon, NY, June 28, 2013 - Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present Mollie McKinley: Thresholds 
and Totems. The exhibition runs through August 3, 2013, and features recent sculpture, video, and 
photography.  
 
Hanging from the gallery ceiling is Pony, a sculpture composed of fiberglass, rope, leather, paper, and 
foam. Created using materials found along the banks of the Hudson River, Pony evokes the shape of a 
horse’s head, while also referencing nautical themes and process art of the 1960s. Also on view are 
photographs from McKinley’s Temples and Existential Marina series in which everyday objects are placed 
in natural settings, creating uncanny tableaux. The juxtaposition of a surfboard, badminton racquets, and 
beach balls in a forest in Surf Temple, or a balloon-filled rowboat in the middle of the woods in Existential 
Marina forms a mysterious narrative. The viewer wonders who placed the objects this way and how are 
they used; there is a sense that these things associated with play and leisure have become objects of 
worship or talismans for some strange religion. McKinley uses similar juxtapositions and props in Animal 
Husbandry with Pantyhose. In this enigmatic video, the artist interacts with a white goat in an old barn 
filled with colorful beach balls and other mysterious props.  
 
McKinley’s work addresses the concept of liminality: the mysterious in-between world that exists on a 
threshold, becoming a space between dream and reality, history and myth. The locations in her 
photographs and videos are real enough, but the people and things that inhabit them seem to come from 
another world. Her work also explores metaphysics, mythologies of American history, and human 
intimacy, through comedy, satire, and improvisation. McKinley’s work exists in several layers, from an 
initial performance or installation viewed by an audience to a private performance captured on video. In 
both cases the act of the performance is a work in itself, but it also exists as a separate work in the form 
of photographs and videos. McKinley succeeds in capturing the mystery and strangeness of these acts, 
even when her photographs are devoid of people. It’s like something happened in theses spaces and 
they have become energized, infused with something out of the ordinary.  
 
Mollie McKinley lives and works in Beacon, New York. She studied photography and film at Bard College 
in Annandale-on-Hudson, NY. Her multimedia work has been exhibited and screened in Toronto, London, 
Berlin, New York City, and Chicago. Her work has been featured by Vernissage TV, Creative Capital, The 
Humble Arts Foundation, CONTACT PROJECT NYC, Feature Shoot, Hyperallergic, and Limited Time 
Only in collaboration with Independent Curators International. She has been a return-artist in residence at 
both the Harold Arts and the School of Making Thinking, the latter where she has acted as professor of 
metaphysics and ritual. She has lectured on her work at the School of Visual Arts, Anna Kustera Gallery, 
Heaven Gallery, and the Bruce High Quality Foundation University. McKinley was recently a panelist for 
the 2012 NYFA Interdisciplinary Arts Fellowships, and she was a resident at the Wassaic Project in 2012. 
 
Gallery hours are Friday and Saturday from 12-5, and Sunday by appointment. For additional information 
please visit www.matteawan.com or contact Karlyn Benson, info@matteawan.com or 845-440-7901.  


