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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition of work by Sharon Butler, an artist and 
writer based in New York City. The show features paintings and mixed media works on canvas. 
 
Sharon Butler’s art is influenced by the world around her, taking inspiration from things both 
serious and mundane. The images in her work come from many disparate sources, from a kid’s 
camp T-shirt, to sculptures in the National Gallery, an industrial air conditioner, or a pile of 
sweaters in a store. Butler isolates shapes, colors, and objects, arranging them on empty canvas 
supports, creating ambiguous and ironic images that evoke a make-something-from-nothing 
aesthetic. Offering a fresh take on geometric abstraction, Butler combines images, jumbled text, 
pattern, and brightly colored shapes cut from found T-shirts, sometimes sheared into cheeky 
fringe. The construction of her work, loose and intentionally slapdash, calls attention to the 
support and the materials as much as to the image. Butler’s work rejects traditional painterly 
illusion and depth and embraces real-ness, inhabiting space in a way more akin to sculpture.   
 
In an interview with Thomas Micchelli in Hyperallergic, Butler said of her work: “I guess what 
interests me are the metaphorical possibilities of lethargy, bad decisions, mistake-making, and 
turning things inside out as reflected in a painting. From these things, I reckon there is quite a bit 
to infer about not merely how we perceive the world but how we live in it.” Agnes Martin, a small 
painting on canvas featuring a painted white square and a series of horizontal pencil lines, is a 
good example of this. In Butler’s interpretation of Martin’s pristine geometry, the canvas is 
stretched all wrong, exposing the wooden stretcher on the top with fabric bunched up below. 
Butler is paying homage to an artist she admires, while at the same time doing it her own way. 
 
Sharon Butler has exhibited recently at Makebish, New York, NY; Theodore: Art, Brooklyn, NY; 
Storefront Ten Eyck, Brooklyn, NY; NADA New York with SEASON, Seattle, WA; George Lawson, 
San Francisco, CA; Islip Art Museum, East Islip, NY; Pocket Utopia, New York, NY; Lesley Heller, 
New York, NY; The Painting Center, New York, NY; Union College, Schenectady, NY; Parallel Art 
Space, Queens, NY; and SUNY Westchester, Valhalla, NY. Since 2007 Butler has published the 
influential art blog Two Coats of Paint, which was awarded a grant from the Creative 
Capital/Warhol Foundation Arts Writers Program in 2014. She has been a visiting artist/critic or 
lecturer at numerous institutions, including Cornell University, Brown University, School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Purchase College, The School of Visual Arts, Hunter College, and Brooklyn 
College. She is currently affiliated with the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia, 
SUNY Westchester, and the University of Connecticut at Storrs, where she was also a 2014 Art-in-
Residence at Counterproof Press. Butler received a BFA from the Massachusetts College of Art, 
and an MFA from the University of Connecticut. She lives and works in New York City. 
 
 
For additional information please contact Karlyn Benson at info@matteawan.com.  


